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in my country things do not move so swiftly as that, for two rea-
sons.

Believe me, I sincerely think my people are too paralysed to
offer resistance to violence and, for the last ten years the gospel of
non-violence which I have been preaching has become a disturbing
factor to them. Non-violence has given rise to a great awakening
of the people, that is, in spite of these grave provocations, the news-
papers and the Press here do not care to take notice of the real situa-
tion. They ought to do what Russell did at the time of the Cri-
mean War.1 Unfortunately, we have no Russell today who will
give the English public a true state of affairs, nor have the news-
papers a desire to give the whole truth and nothing but the truth.
They are persisting in giving an incomplete account, a wholly in-
correct picture, suited to their interests

The Viceroy has passed one more Ordinance. Do you know
what is an Ordinance? An Ordinance is passed over the head of
the Legislature by the Viceroy in exercise of his special jurisdic-
tionary power. This Ordinance gives the widest powers to the
police to arrest people without trial and detain them. This is done
as if the powers already enjoyed were not enough. I personally
think that these fresh powers are not necessary, but the Indian
Government, shall I say, goes mad when this kind of terrorism
takes place This is not known as reprisal but as repression. This
has commenced now and will continue for long. In spite of the
repression, the terrorists have become active, fearless and, I might
say, foolhardy. They dare do anything They have sacrificed life
in advance. They think their lives in the service of the country are
not worth the purchase.

The only way of preventing Ghittagong and Hijli is to let
India manage her own affairs. Let India mismanage her affairs,
as you have a right to manage or mismanage your own affairs.
You have recently done it. You hopelessly mismanaged affairs.
You place right men in wrong places, wrong men in right places.
It is a game of seesaw. Commit mistakes and you can correct
them by experience. It is a fine game (Loud laughter). Human
nature is like that. But what is the situation in India? We cannot
manage our own affairs. Today India is one vast prison-house.
We are prisoners. You Englishmen and Englishwomen are our
jailors. You have to realize your responsibility, that just as we have

1 Sir William Howard Russell in his repoit to The Times from Crimea, ex-
posed mismanagement of the Crimean War and inspired the work of Florence
Nightingale.